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sailors called him, and his rough-and-ready manners, his lion-
hearted courage, his hot temper, and strict discipline, earned
him the whole-hearted admiration, if not the love, of his
Jack Tars.

Pitt's plan of campaign for the new chapter in the war was
divided into two aims. Amherst and Wolfe with Boscawen's
fleet were to attack the great arsenals of Louisbourg in Cape
Breton, which formed the stronghold of the French in North
America. At the same time General Abercrombie, already
commanding the forces at the front, with a gallant young
nobleman named Lord Howe as second in command, was to
advance to the French fort at Ticonderoga, which was Mont-
calm's chief military base for his campaign on the frontier of
New England.

CHAPTER XVIII
THE HEROES OF LOUISBOURG

IT was on June 2,1758, when Admiral Boscawen, with twenty-
three ships of the line and seven frigates, carrying 1,200 men,
including some Highland corps, which for the first time in our
history brought the glint of the tartans, the skirl of the bag-
pipes, to the side of British soldiers, instead of against them
in deadly enmity. It was Pitt whose genius had converted
Scottish rebels into gallant and loyal regiments.

The situation of Louisbourg has already been described in
previous pages. It stood isolated on the gloomy shore of
Cape Breton, guarding, in seeming impregnability, the gate-
way to the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the highway to Quebec,
the capital city of Canada. Since the days when it had been
besieged and captured by William Pepperell, and then restored
to France by a weak British Government, it had been steadily
strengthened ip its fortifications and armed with heavy
batteries, while during the recent months Montcalm, per-
fectly aware that it would be the first object of attack by